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The   Punjab   Students'   Conference.
About 3,000 students and others listened to the addresses of Mr. Subhas
Cb. Bose and Miss M. M. Zutshl, President and Chairwoman, Reception Com-
mittee, respectively, of the second Ali-Punjab Students' Conference which met at
Bradlaugh Hall, Lahore on the I9TH OCTOBER 1929.
Miss ZUTSHI, in the course of her address, advised the students to take up
the work ol rousing the sleeping passes and she asked the girls to take more
interest in sports. Tinning to politics she said :—u Some people hold that students
ought to study politics but keep aloof from political activities. This is true in so far
as the student's chief object of study is concerned and anything that diverts his
attention from a student's interest and pastimes should be avoided. But we
cannot help feeling difficulties in facing our parents, friends and leaders nor can
we always lock on them as passive spectators* Let us, therefore, pray that we
may always have the will to do what is right.
Mr* Subhas Ch. BOSE then delivered his presidential address. In the course
of his speech he said :—
Friends, I shall make no apology if in this discourse 1 refer at length to
political questions and endeavour to answer them. I know that there are people
in this country—even eminent personages—who think that " a subject race has
no politics "—and that students in particular should have nothing to do with
politics. But my own view is that a subject race has nothing but politics. In
a dependent country every problem that you can think of, when analysed pro-
perly, will be found to be at bottom a political problem. Life is one whole—as
the late Deshbandhu C. R. Das used to say—and you cannot therefore separate
politics from economics or either from education. Human life cannot be split
up into compartments. All the aspects or phases of national life are inter-
related and all the problems are, as it were, interwoven. This being the case it
will be found that in a subject race all the evils and all the shortcomings can be
traced to a political cause—viz., political servitude. Consequently students
cannot afford to bind themselves to this all-important problem—the problem of
how to achieve our political emancipation.
I do not understand why a special ban should be imposed on participation
in politics if no such ban is imposed on national work in general. 1 can under-
stand a ban on all national work but a ban merely on political work is meaning-
less. If in a dependent country* all problems are fundamentally political problems
—then all national activity is in reality political in character. There is do ban
on participation in politics in any free country—on the contrary, students are
encouraged to take part in politics. This encouragement is deliberately given
because out of the ranks of the students arise political thinkers and politicians.
If in India students do not take active part in politics from where are we to
recruit our political workers and where are we to train them? Further, it has
to be admitted that participation in politics is necessary for the development of
character and manhood. Thought, without action, cannot suffice to build
character and for this reason participation in healthy activity—political, social,
artistic, etc.,—is essentially necessary for developing character. Bookworms,
gold-medalists and office-clerks are not what universities should endeavour to
produce—but men of character who will become great by achieving greatness for
their country in different spheres of life.
The students* movement of to-day is not a movement of irresponsible boys
and girls. It is a movement of responsible, thorough-going men and women who
are inspired with one ideal—viz,, to develop their character and personally and
thereby render the most effective and useful service to the cause of their country*
This movement has, or should have, two lines of activity* In the first place, it
should deal with the problems which relate exclusively to the stodent population
of the day and endeavour to bring about their physical, intellectual and moral
regeneration. In the second place, looking upon the student as the future citizen,
it should endeavour to equip him for the battle of life and for this purpose, it

